Tynecastle Nursery School

“We love number rhymes”
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At Tynecastle Nursery School ...

“We love number rhymes!”
Our project aim is to increase the number of families at the nursery
who sing or say number rhymes at home.
We believe by working together we can help you and your child learn
a variety of number rhymes throughout the year that will improve
both literacy and numeracy skills.
In turn, this will support reading and maths skills in Primary 1
and beyond.
Experts in literacy and child development believe that if a child has
good knowledge of nursery/number rhymes by the time they are 4
years old, they are usually among the better readers by the time they
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Did you know ….


Rhymes are a great way to learn early phonic skills (the
ability to hear, identify and manipulate letter sounds.) Most
Scottish primary schools use phonics to help teach reading
skills.



Rhymes help to develop imagination. They will help your
child’s visualisation skills through the use of actions.



Rhymes follow a clear sequence of events – they often
tell a story and have a beginning, middle and end.



Rhymes help to improve vocabulary.



Rhymes are a powerful learning tool in early literacy. They
give children interest in rhythm, alliteration and pattern of
language.



Rhymes are fun! The use of actions, facial expression
and changes in voice help to capture and sustain your
child’s interest.



Our focus on number rhymes will also develop number skills
by counting forwards and backwards in ones and twos!
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1 2 3 4 5 Once I Caught A Fish Alive
1,2,3,4,5 once I caught a fish alive,
6,7,8,9,10 then I let it go again
Why did you let it go?
Because it bit my finger so,
Which finger did it bite?
This little finger on my right
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5 Little Ducks
5 little ducks went swimming one day
Over the pond and far away
Mother duck said quack, quack, quack, quack
And 4 little ducks came swimming back
4 little ducks went swimming one day
Over the pond and far away
Mother duck said quack, quack, quack, quack
And 3 little ducks came swimming back
3 little ducks went swimming one day
Over the pond and far away
Mother duck said quack, quack, quack, quack
And 2 little ducks came swimming back
2 little ducks went swimming one day
Over the pond and far away
Mother duck said quack, quack, quack, quack
And 1 little duck came swimming back
1 little duck went swimming one day
Over the pond and far away
Mother duck said quack, quack, quack, quack
And no little ducks came swimming back
No little ducks went swimming one day
Over the pond and far away
Mother duck said quack, quack, quack, quack
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10 Green Bottles
10 green bottles hanging on the wall
10 green bottles hanging on the wall
And if 1 green bottle should accidently fall……..smash!
There’d be 9 green bottles hanging on the wall
9 green bottles hanging on the wall
9 green bottles hanging on the wall
And if 1 green bottle should accidently fall……..smash!
There’d be 8 green bottles hanging on the wall

8 green bottles hanging on the wall
8 green bottles hanging on the wall
And if 1 green bottle should accidently fall……..smash!
There’d be 7 green bottles hanging on the wall
7 green bottles hanging on the wall
7 green bottles hanging on the wall
And if 1 green bottle should accidently fall………smash!
There’d be 6 green bottles hanging on the wall
6 green bottles hanging on the wall
6 green bottles hanging on the wall
And if 1 green bottle should accidently fall………smash!
There’d be 5 green bottles hanging on the wall
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5 green bottles hanging on the wall
5 green bottles hanging on the wall
And if 1 green bottle should accidently fall………..smash!
There’d be 4 green bottles hanging on the wall
4 green bottles hanging on the wall
4 green bottles hanging on the wall
And if 1 green bottle should accidently fall………..smash!
There’d be 3 green bottles hanging on the wall
3 green bottles hanging on the wall
3 green bottles hanging on the wall
And if 1 green bottle should accidently fall………smash!
There’d be 2 green bottles hanging on the wall
2 green bottles hanging on the wall
2 green bottles hanging on the wall
And if 1 green bottle should accidently fall………smash!
There’d be 1 green bottles hanging on the wall
1 green bottle hanging on the wall
1 green bottle hanging on the wall
And if 1 green bottle should accidently fall………smash!
There’d be no green bottles hanging on the wall
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1 Potato, 2 Potato
1 potato, 2 potato,
3 potato, 4
5 potato, 6 potato,

7 potato, more!

1 potato, 2 potato,
3 potato, 4
5 potato, 6 potato,

7 potato, more!
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Three Craws
Three craws sat upon a wa
Sat upon a wa, sat upon a wa aw aw aw aw
Three craws sat upon a wa
On a cold and frosty morning
The first craw was greetin for its maw
Greetin for its maw, greetin for its maw aw aw aw aw
The first craw was greetin for its maw
On a cold and frosty morning
The second craw couldnae flee at aa
Couldnae flee at aa, couldnae flee at aa aw aw aw aw
The second craw couldnae flee at aa
On a cold and frosty morning
The third craw fell an broke its jaw
Fell an broke its jaw, fell an broke its jaw aw aw aw aw
The third craw fell an broke its jaw
On a cold and frosty morning
The fourth craw wisnae there at aa
Wisnae there at aa, wisnae there at aa aw aw aw aw
The fourth craw wisnae there at aa
On a cold and frosty morning
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5 Currant Buns
5 currant buns in the baker’s shop
Round and fat with a cherry on the top
Along came a boy with a penny one day
He bought a currant bun and took it right away

4 currant buns in the baker’s shop
Round and fat with a cherry on the top
Along came a boy with a penny one day
He bought a currant bun and took it right away
3 currant buns in the baker’s shop
Round and fat with a cherry on the top
Along came a boy with a penny one day
He bought a currant bun and took it right away
2 currant buns in the baker’s shop
Round and fat with a cherry on the top
Along came a boy with a penny one day
He bought a currant bun and took it right away
1 currant buns in the baker’s shop
Round and fat with a cherry on the top
Along came a boy with a penny one day
He bought a currant bun and took it right away
No currant buns in the baker’s shop
Round and fat with a cherry on the top
Along came a boy with a penny one day
Sorry little boy no currant buns left today!
(use family names or friends instead of ‘a boy’)
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5 Jolly Snowmen
5 jolly snowmen ready to play
Ready to play, ready to play, ready to play
Out came the sun to warm up the day
1 jolly snowman melted away
4 jolly snowmen ready to play
Ready to play, ready to play, ready to play
Out came the sun to warm up the day
1 jolly snowman melted away
3 jolly snowmen ready to play
Ready to play, ready to play, ready to play
Out came the sun to warm up the day
1 jolly snowman melted away
2 jolly snowmen ready to play
Ready to play, ready to play, ready to play
Out came the sun to warm up the day
1 jolly snowman melted away
1 jolly snowman ready to play
Ready to play, ready to play, ready to play
Out came the sun to warm up the day
1 jolly snowman melted away
No jolly snowmen ready to play
Ready to play, ready to play, ready to play
Out came the sun to warm up the day

No jolly snowmen melted away
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5 Little Men in a Flying Saucer
5 little men in a flying saucer
Flew around the earth one day
They looked left and right
But they didn’t like the sight
So 1 man flew away ….
WHOOSH!
4 little men in a flying saucer
Flew around the earth one day
They looked left and right
But they didn’t like the sight
So 1 man flew away ….
WHOOSH!
3 little men in a flying saucer
Flew around the earth one day
They looked left and right
But they didn’t like the sight
So 1 man flew away ….
WHOOSH!
2 little men in a flying saucer
Flew around the earth one day
They looked left and right
But they didn’t like the sight
So 1 man flew away ….
WHOOSH!
1 little man in a flying saucer
Flew around the earth one day
He looked left and right
But he didn’t like the sight

So 1 man flew away ….
WHOOSH!
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5 Little Monkeys
5 little monkeys jumping on the bed
1 fell off and bumped his head
Mama phoned the doctor and the doctor said
“No more monkeys jumping on the bed!”
4 little monkeys jumping on the bed
1 fell off and bumped his head
Mama phoned the doctor and the doctor said
“No more monkeys jumping on the bed!”
3 little monkeys jumping on the bed
1 fell off and bumped his head
Mama phoned the doctor and the doctor said
“No more monkeys jumping on the bed!”
2 little monkeys jumping on the bed
1 fell off and bumped his head
Mama phoned the doctor and the doctor said
“No more monkeys jumping on the bed!”
1 little monkey jumping on the bed

1 fell off and bumped his head
Mama phoned the doctor and the doctor said
“No more monkeys jumping on the bed!”
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The Pirate Song
When I was 1 and just begun
The day I went to sea
I climbed aboard the pirate ship
And the captain said to me
Chorus
“We’re going this way, that way
Forwards and backwards
Over the Irish Sea
A bottle of rum to fill my tum
And that’s the life for me!”
When I was 2 I buckled my shoe
The day I went to sea
I climbed aboard the pirate ship
And the captain said to me
When I was 3 I bumped my knee
The day I went to sea
I climbed aboard the pirate ship
And the captain said to me
When I was 4 I knocked at the door
The day I went to sea
I climbed aboard the pirate ship
And the captain said to me
When I was 5 I learned to dive
The day I went to sea
I climbed aboard the pirate ship
And the captain said to me
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5 Little Pumpkins
5 little pumpkins sitting on a fence
A witch came riding by,
Ha ha ha I’ll take one of you
And make a pumpkin pie
A ha!
4 little pumpkins sitting on a fence
A witch came riding by,
Ha ha ha I’ll take one of you
And make a pumpkin pie
A ha!
3 little pumpkins sitting on a fence
A witch came riding by,
Ha ha ha I’ll take one of you
And make a pumpkin pie
A ha!
2 little pumpkins sitting on a fence
A witch came riding by,
Ha ha ha I’ll take one of you
And make a pumpkin pie
A ha!
1 little pumpkin sitting on a fence
A witch came riding by,
Ha ha ha I’ll take one of you
And make a pumpkin pie
A ha!
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5 Little Snowmen Fat
5 little snowmen fat
Each had a funny hat
Out came the sun and melted one
What a sad thing was that?
Down, down, down …
4 little snowmen fat
Each had a funny hat
Out came the sun and melted one
What a sad thing was that?
Down, down, down …
3 little snowmen fat
Each had a funny hat
Out came the sun and melted one
What a sad thing was that?
Down, down, down …
2 little snowmen fat
Each had a funny hat
Out came the sun and melted on
What a sad thing was that?
Down, down, down …
1 little snowman fat
He had a funny hat
Out came the sun and melted one
What a sad thing was that?
Down, down, down …N
No little snowmen fat
None had a funny hat
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5 Little Speckled Frogs
5 little speckled frogs
Sat on a speckled log
Eating some most delicious bugs yum, yum
One jumped in to the pool
Where it was nice and cool
Then there were 4 green speckled frogs glub, glub.
4 little speckled frogs
Sat on a speckled log
Eating some most delicious bugs yum, yum
One jumped in to the pool
Where it was nice and cool
Then there were 3 green speckled frogs glub, glub.
3 little speckled frogs
Sat on a speckled log
Eating some most delicious bugs yum, yum
One jumped in to the pool
Where it was nice and cool
Then there were 2 green speckled frogs glub, glub.
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2 little speckled frogs
Sat on a speckled log
Eating some most delicious bugs yum, yum
One jumped in to the pool
Where it was nice and cool
Then there was 1 green speckled frog glub, glub.
1 little speckled frog
Sat on a speckled log
Eating some most delicious bugs yum, yum
He jumped in to the pool
Where it was nice and cool
Then there were no green speckled frogs glub, glub.
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10 Fluffy Chickens
5 eggs and 5 eggs

That makes 10
Sitting on top is the Mother Hen
Crackle Crackle Crackle
What do I see?
10 fluffy chicks
Fluffy as can be!
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Easter Rabbits
5 little Easter rabbits
Sitting by the door
1 hopped away, and then there were 4
4 little Easter rabbits
Under a tree
1 hopped away, and then there were 3
3 little Easter rabbits
Looking at you
1 hopped away, and then there were 2
2 little Easter rabbits
Resting in the sun
1 hopped away, and then there was 1
1 little Easter rabbit
Left all alone
He hopped away, and then there were none
Hop, hop, hop, hop!
All gone away!
Hop, hop, hop, hop!
They’ll come back some day.
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Fairtrade Banana Song
1 banana, 2 bananas, 3 bananas 4
5 bananas, 6 bananas, 7 bananas more
8 bananas, 9 bananas, 10 bananas more
Just make sure they’re Fairtrade!
Bananas come from far away, they like it where it’s hot;
There are lots of people working hard to get them to your shop.
They all need paying fairly, so let’s all give it a shot Just make sure they’re Fairtrade!
1 banana, 2 bananas, 3 bananas 4
5 bananas, 6 bananas, 7 bananas more
8 bananas, 9 bananas, 10 bananas more
Just make sure they’re Fairtrade!
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5 Little Leaves
5 little leaves so bright and gay
Were dancing about on the tree one day
The wind came blowing through the town
1 little leaf came tumbling down
4 little leaves so bright and gay
Were dancing about on the tree one day
The wind came blowing through the town
1 little leaf came tumbling down
3 little leaves so bright and gay
Were dancing about on the tree one day
The wind came blowing through the town
1 little leaf came tumbling down
2 little leaves so bright and gay
Were dancing about on the tree one day
The wind came blowing through the town
1 little leaf came tumbling down
1 little leaf so bright and gay
Was dancing about on the tree one day
The wind came blowing through the town
1 little leaf came tumbling down
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Knock, Knock Who’s There?
Knock, knock, who’s there?
1 little teddy bear
Knock, knock, who’s there?
2 little teddy bears

Hello little teddy bears
Tell me what you’re doing there?
Knock, knock, who’s there?
3 little teddy bears
Knock, knock, who’s there?
4 little teddy bears
Hello little teddy bears
Tell me what you’re doing there?
Knock, knock, who’s there?
5 little teddy bears
Knock, knock, who’s there?
6 little teddy bears
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Hello little teddy bears
Tell me what you’re doing there?
Knock, knock, who’s there?
7 little teddy bears
Knock, knock, who’s there?

8 little teddy bears
Hello little teddy bears
Tell me what you’re doing there?
Knock, knock, who’s there?
9 little teddy bears
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On the Farmer’s Apple Tree
On the farmer’s apple tree
Five red apples, I can see
Some for you and some for me
Eat one apple from the tree
On the farmer’s apple tree
Four red apples, I can see
Some for you and some for me
Eat one apple from the tree
On the farmer’s apple tree
Three red apples, I can see
Some for you and some for me
Eat one apple from the tree
On the farmer’s apple tree
Two red apples, I can see
Some for you and some for me
Eat one apple from the tree
On the farmer’s apple tree
One red apple, I can see
Half for you and half for me
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Some Penguins Went Out to Play
I penguin went out to play
Upon a block of ice one day
He/she found it such enormous fun
That he/she called for another penguin to come
2 penguins went out to play
Upon a block of ice one day
They found it such enormous fun
That they called for another penguin to come
3 penguins went out to play
Upon a block of ice one day
They found it such enormous fun
That they called for another penguin to come
4 penguins went out to play
Upon a block of ice one day
They found it such enormous fun
That they called for another penguin to come
5 penguins went out to play
Upon a block of ice one day
They found it such enormous fun
That they called for another penguin to come
6 penguins went out to play
Upon a block of ice one day
They found it such enormous fun
That they called for another penguin to come
7 penguins went out to play
Upon a block of ice one day
But the ice went creak and the ice went crack
And all the penguins had to swim back
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Remember ...
Rhymes can be enjoyed by you and your child anytime, any
place, anywhere! Share them with your child at bath time,
getting ready for bed, whilst cooking tea or in the car or bus
If you search on You Tube you will find a wide range of clips
to help you with tunes and words. We particularly liked
KiddieOk, Kiddie Zone or Myvox songs Nursery Rhymes but
there are lots more!
Please ask a member of staff if you have any questions or
comments about our project.

Tynecastle Nursery School
15 McLeod Street
EDINBURGH EH11 2NJ
(t) 0131 337 5461

admin@tynecastle-nur.edin.sch.uk
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